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RESOLUTION #9046

FJ3SOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS REGARDLESS OF
IMMIGRATION STATUS

WHIIREAS, theCltyofDm‘hmmscompnsedoﬁmmlgmnts &omthmughout _
the wrorld who contribute to Durham's socnal vivacity, cultural richness and economic
vitalily; and

WHIREAS, Durham has been a city that traditionally is open to and inclusive of all
individuals and respects the rights of and provides equal services to all mdmdua.ls
reganlless of race, ethmcny, or immigration status; and

WHEREAS, the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon have left some immigrant communities afraid to access benefits to which they
are ey itled, for fear of being reported to the Deparlment of Homeland Secunty Burean
of Ciiizzenship and ¥mmigration Services (BCIS); and

WHEREAS, the Durham Police Department issued a General Order, providing guidelines
stating, among other things, that Durham Police officers may not request specific
docuinents for the sole purpose of determining a person's civil immigration status, and
may not initiate police action based solely on a person's civil immigration status; and

WHEREAS, a number of other jurisdictions in the United States have enacted policiesor
laws recognizing that their officers and employees should properly play a hmlted role
with, :espect to matters relating to immigration status;

NOW" THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNC[L OF THE CITY OF
DUR BAM:

Section 1. It is the policy of the City of Durham not to violate the constitutional or

statilory rights of any person, including any such rights protecting persons
frons discrimination on the basis of ethnicity, race, national origin and immigration status,

Section 2. Unless otherwise required as part of a City officer or employee’s duties, by
law, o1 by court order, no Durham City officer or employee, during the course and scope
of thuir employment, shall inquire into the itnmigration status of any person, or engage in
activ ties designed to ascertain the immigration status of any person. This policy shall
not ke construed to prohibit any Durham City officer or employee from cooperating and
sharing information with federal or state authorities and other governmental entitics as
required by law.

Sectioa 3. In the event of conflict between federal law, regulations or any other
requirement and this City resolution, the federal law, regulations or any other
requirement shall control and supersede any conflicting provision of this resolution.

Seclion 4. This resolution shall take effect upon adoption. " éﬁ'\! cougg}:
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